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We halted about two o'clock iii the afternoon, at
a wayside inn, on the banks of a clear pebbly
stream. In front of the inn, under the .shtnle of
some willow-trees, where some twenty or thirty
men and women, seated at marble tables, drinking
tea and a kind of white compound, in which
floated huge lumps of ico, out of pretty transparent*
porcelain cups. Curiosity prompted mo to tiiriticlho
latter, which I found simply dclieuwH, and not un-
like French "orgeat" ov barley water. A troop of
cayalry passed while we were diHCUHging our frugal
meal, a little way apart from the noisy, chattering
crowd, who, after the usuul inspection of our ulotluu*
and arms, left us in peace. On the arrival ol: the
soldiers, tall, swarthy fellows, clad in dark bluo
uniform, flat round hats, with streaming peacock
feathers, and armed with rusty old flintlocks, wo
prepared to start without delay. Wo hud boon
warned at Pekin and Shanghai against tho Chinese
military, had been told that they invariably in-
sulted and sometimes outraged Europeans, when
out of the protection of their legations If so,
these -were a decided exception to the rule, for not
only would they not hear of our proceeding on our
journey till we had "chin-ehind " with their oJIieor,
a cheery, nice-looking lad of eighteen or twenty,
but as we left, all shook hands, Chinese foaliion
(clasping the hands and lifting them up and
down in front of the breast), and gave us rondo/r
vous-at Kalgan, whither they were bound.

We were away again before four o'clock, by which
time the heat had lessened and the fierce heat of
the sun somewhat decreased in power, A ride of